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Aviation and Shannon have been long term 
partners. Fitting together like hand & glove or 
should that be rudder & stick. The two have been 
twined since the Golden Age of Flight, becoming 
the focus of world attention in the years 
immediately prior to World War II.

For this exciting new means of travel often for the 
well-heeled, the flying boats brought activity to the 
Shannon estuary in the 1930?s when Foynes was 
identified as an excellent location with it?s long 
stretch of calm water with road and rail links. While 
the beautiful flying boats such as the Boeing B.314 
Yankee Clipper and Shorts S.23 had a short life 
span, aviation and commercial air travel was only in 
it?s infancy and just getting into its stride.

An all new land based airport was urgently required 
for the region and after deliberation the current 
Shannon Airport site at Rineanna in Co. Clare, was 
chosen for a new age facility in Irish aviation. An 
Irish Air Cops Avro Anson A43 was the first aircraft 
to touch down at Shannon in 1939 followed two 
months later by the first passenger aircraft, a 
Savoia Marchetti S-73 of Belgian airline Sabena.

It wasn?t until 1945 that scheduled flights from the 
US commenced, the first being a DC-4 of American 
Overseas Airlines which opened the gates for Trans 
World Airways and Pan American Airways to follow. 
The world?s first Airport Duty Free Liquor Retail 
Store was opened at Shannon in the early 1950?s 
and the rest is history.

An Airliner Experience enthusiasts group visit to 
this gateway to the States has been long overdue, 
but where would have us? An industry powerhouse 
for aircraft maintenance, repair & overhaul, not 
only in the west of Ireland but with global 
prominence, Atlantic Aviation Group retain a 
significant operation at Shannon Airport. It was to 
this renowned centre of aircraft engineering 
excellence that Airliner Experience was fortunate to 
visit during 2019.



Along with deal brokering and running operations efficiently, 
the corporate HQ is also a haven for education, providing 
training for the next generation of employees in engineering 
and business at Atlantic Aviation Institute.The variety of Type 
Training courses available are backed up with practical 
training which see?s attendee?s arrive from around the globe.

Suitable for established engineers from airline maintenance 
facilit ies to individual students embarking on new careers. 
Partnered with technical establishments such as University 
of Limerick for additional in-depth knowledge, bridging the 
gap between industry and academia education and training 
in the area of aviation engineering.

The west was calling and our enthusiasts group visit began where many of our previous travels have started ? 
Dublin Airport. On a bitterly cold morning before day-light our group of hardy souls passionate about all things 
aviation, assembled, boarded our executive coach and set off, destination Atlantic Aviation.

" our group visit  began where many previous t ravels have started - Dublin Airport"
After a few hours of westerly travel, we arrived at the first point of our destination, Atlantic Aviation Group - Head 
Office, located less than a mile from Shannon Airport. A large spacious office development from where Atlantic 
Aviation reaches out to its customers around the world. After a warm welcome from our very hospitable hosts, 
we received the facility grand tour.



A company with roots stretching back five decades at  
Shannon Airport, Atlantic Aviation Group has risen from the 
ashes like the proverbial phoenix. Originally founded in 1962 
the company became known in more recent times as 
Transaero Engineering Ireland with Russian backing. In 2015 
after a difficult operational period, current owner and 
Executive Chairman Patrick Jordan purchased the company, 
retaining the 220 highly skilled workforce and increasing this 
to more than 250 today.

Setting the company on a new course to significant change 
and growth in several key areas of the business. Mr. Jordan 
aided by senior management, attracted new clients with 
aircraft requiring attention at this sanctuary of aircraft 
engineering. Working with international airlines, private 
operators and leasing companies across the globe, Atlantic 
Aviation Group provide tailor made aircraft engineering 
services.

Liveries to have visited Atlantic Aviation in the past include:

ASL Airlines, DHL, Star Air, TUI, UTair, Transaero,                    
Primere Air Nordic, Jet Time, Jet2, Enter Air, Corendon Air, 
Icelandair and contracts with Ryanair see Europe?s largest 
airline become a customer.

After an invigorating company presentation including an 
informative audio visual display and a pre-recorded address  
by company Chairman giving us a personal welcome to 
Atlantic Aviation Group,our information assembly concluded 
with Q & A session.                                                                           

With each member of the group feeling a litt le more up to 
speed on the background and current activities of Atlantic 
Aviation Group it was time to move to the next stage of our 
visit.



"A FOCUSED 
AVIATION SERVICE   
EVOLVED OVER 50 

YEARS"
A slight delay due to our coach temporarily ?going tech? 
brought proceedings to a halt. However, with the help of an 
on-site contractor and JCB teleporter, we were soon on the 
move. A short drive away was to be the location of our ?main? 
event. Entering Atlantic Aviations large hangar facility air-side 
at Shannon Airport, it was clear this MRO is in the thick of it.

 Like a scene from a sci-fi movie with personnel clambering 
over a number of ?flying machines? readying them for flight. A 
large number of engineers and technicians were active over 
three bays, simultaneously performing tasks on three 
airliners. An impressive sight to gaze upon.



Our Atlantic Aviation guides, incredibly enthusiastic 
about their profession and an absolute pleasure to 
listen to and engage with. When CAMO and 
Technical Services are required, Atlantic Aviation can 
provide full technical support and fully manage an 
aircraft?s or airlines fleet of aircraft, with experienced 
licensed staff.                                                            

Design Services are handled on site, changes to 
cabin interiors ? carpets, curtains, seat covering, 
refurbishment, electrical systems upgrade, 
emergency equipment installations, galleys & toilets, 
flight deck alterations and cargo compartment 
changes all handled. 

iterations to avionics and electrical systems are also 
looked after in-house. Approvals include EASA 145 / 
147, FAA 145 and various other NAA approvals on 
Boeing B737, B757 and B767 type Aircraft.

Specialists in heavy maintenance, including C & D 
Checks on a wide range of aircraft, including B737, 
B757, B767, B777 & B747 and the Airbus range, 
A318, A319, A320, A321, A330, and older examples 
such as A300 & A310.

Divided into smaller groups we moved through the 
hangar beginning at one end of each aircraft and 
listened attentively to the vast knowledge of each 
staff members assigned. Making our way from 
aircraft tail to nose and all in between was a kin to a 
crash course in aircraft maintenance, agreeably just 
the tip of the iceberg.

On the day of our group visit, as mentioned three 
aircraft were receiving attention by the expert staff. 
Two Ryanair Boeing 737-800?s and a single ASL 
Airlines Boeing 757-200, one of four on lease to Aer 
Lingus at the time, used on transatlantic routes to 
the US & Canadian east coast.

The 757?s days with Aer Lingus were numbered with 
the impending arrival of new A321LR?s to the fleet. A 
perfectly timed opportunity to view and inspect the 
classic workhorse popular with many.

For the group, the B757 was an exciting prospect, as 
most not being fortunate enough to have been on 
board any of the four in fleet. The enthusiasts luck 
was certainly with them this time, with inspections 
of APU, undercarriage, wings, slats & flaps and nose 
wheel before internal viewing of cabin and cockpit 
visit, all complete. Experiencing two of Boeing?s best 
seller?s at once.



Location has certainly played a positive role in Atlantic 
Aviations success. To some, Shannon Airport may 
appear as a remote destination, distant from the 
aviation metropolis Dublin Airport is often portrayed 
as. This has been used to it?s advantage, with close 
proximity to uncongested airspace, providing ideal 
conditions for test flights during maintenance 
intervals. A generous runway of some length, 3,100m 
surely adequate for even the largest aircraft prowling 
the globe, accessible to Atlantic Aviation and it?s 
customers, enables excess run-off during trials.

Time flies when enjoying yourself, this was true of our 
time spent in our guides company. Alas, departure for 
the group was imminent and so we said our 
good-byes to the staff of Atlantic Aviation group. It  
was then a short?spotting session? on the opposite  
side of the airfield. Smiles all round earlier in the day 
as we watched a 747-400 Freighter arrive into 
Shannon Airport.

With most suffering the effects of a lengthy period of 
fasting, our final stop was at The Old Lodge restaurant 
for a delicious and well earned meal. Great food, good 
conversation and discussions of our day at Atlantic 
Aviation on everyone?s lips.

To help pass the time on our return drive to Dublin, 
the group participated in an Airliner Experience 
aviation quiz...........with prizes to be won ? whoo!

What a great visit, a fabulous experience for all to gain 
access to Atlantic Aviation Group and witness for 
ourselves the services provided in maintaining 
commercial airliners. An MRO held in high regard 
throughout the industry, one to be proud of.
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